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Mr. Crowell,
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| of ‘the General Counsel’s office, called to ask about

VENONA, because a party who asked for FOIA disclosures appealed our
decision not to release. I was wondering whether, in today’'s age we

should consider releasing some VENONA material. At a minimum,

the

boxes and other raw materials that, I think, the release of which can
not be claimed to be a threat to our national security. The actual

memos and reports that the British published would have to be

coordinated with them, but I really doubt whether we can justly

continue to claim that even their release would be a threat.
reasons for this change of mind are: :

The

—————— Just a thought, I‘m of the opinion that the best thing we can do
for our country is to let the VENONA materials be released, let history
tell its story, and let the chips fall where they may. 1 very much
doubt that it would cause the Russians to change anything they haven't
decided to change already, and the U.S. citizen would benefit in the
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end. What do you think? .
--Maureen I I
Chief of the new A952 (4247s)




